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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 4, lines 10-12 
is unclear. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kuhn (US 5,761,054). 

Re claim 1 , Kuhn disclose a method of securing information being 
transferred from an information-storing device interacting with a host device 
(14, 15, 20)(Fig 2) through a port formed in the host device (col. 2, lines 4-6), 
the port being configured to receive the information-storing device (col. 2, 
lines 4-6), the method comprises the acts of: 

providing a port cover (12) having a conductor (18) formed therein along a 
path substantially encompassing an area between spaced edges of the port 
cover; 

positioning the port cover over the port and coupling it to the host device so as 
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to block the port (Figs 2, 4); 

supplying an electric signal to the conductor formed in the port cover (Fig 6, 
7a); and 

monitoring the electric signal to ensure that the port cover is correctly 
positioned and not breached (sensing circuit)(Fig 7c). 
re claim 2, further comprising the act of limiting interaction by a host device 
with the information-storing device if the monitored electric signal exceeds a 
predetermined parameter (col 3, lines 6-25). 
re claim 4, Kuhn disclose an apparatus for use with a smart card, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a host device (14, 15, 20) capable of accessing information stored in the 
smart card, the host device including a housing (22) having a port 
(contact)(col. 2, lines 4-6) formed therein, the port is configured to receive the 
smart card, when the smart card is inserted into the port, information can be 
transferred from the smart card to the host device (memory device)(col. 3, line 
15); 

a port cover (12) removably coupled to the housing surrounding the port, 
wherein the port cover physically blocks the port; 

wherein the port cover comprises at least one conductor (18) that is coupled 
to the host device and is operable for at least one of providing an 
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electromagnetic shield across the port (col. 2, line 28) and providing one or 
more conductors (18) that are continuous absent an opening being formed in 
the port cover to break one of the conductors, and wherein the port cover is 
coupled to the host device in such a way that the host device detects 
discontinuity of the port cover (senening circuit)(Fig 7c). 

Re claim 5, wherein a data stream can be transferred between the 
smart card and the host device, when the smart card is inserted in the port 
and the port cover is covering the port (col. 2, lines 4-6). 

Re claim 6, wherein when the port cover is installed, electrical wires (18) 
electrically connected to the smart card are limited from extending through the 
port from within the host device to outside of both the host device and the port 
cover (Fig 4). 

Re claim 7, wherein the housing includes a mounting flange extending 
peripherally of the port, wherein when the port cover is attached to the 
mounted flange, the port cover covers the entire port such that the housing 
and the port cover define an enclosure (fig 4). 

re claim 8, wherein at least one conductor is attached to the port cover 
(Fig 4); an electric sensor sensing a breach of the conductor(Fig 7c); and 
a limiting device limiting operation of the host device when the conductor is 
breached (col. 3, lines 6-20). 
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re claim 9, wherein the conductor comprises a plurality of wires 
arranged in parallel extending across the port cover (fig 4). 

re claim 10, wherein the conductor comprises a conductive plate (Fig 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kuhn. 

The teaching as discussed above does not disclose the host device is a satellite 

receiver. 

It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use any known electronic devices such as an satellite receiver 
for the host device of Kuhn for intended use. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung V. Ngo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 EXT 31. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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